GENERAL SAFETY OBLIGATION

Owners and operators have a general safety obligation to make sure their PWC
is in good condition, is used safely and has the correct equipment. You have a
responsibility for the safety of everyone who uses your PWC.

LICENSING

From 1 January 2008, it will be compulsory
for all PNC operators to hold a Personal
Watercraft Licence (PWCL). This is a separate
licence from the existing Recreational Marine
Driver Licence (RMDL). You will require a
PWCL if you are a new operator or currently
own a PWC, or even if you are just borrowing
a mate’s ski just to have a go.

To obtain a PWCL the applicant will already
hold a Recreational Marine Driver Licence or
commercial marine qualification. (There is
no minimum time required to hold a RMDL
before obtaining a PWCL).

As an Interim arrangement to accommodate
existing RMDL holders and PWC owners, you
may from 1 July 2005 until 31 December
2005, acquire a PWCL by successfully
undertaking a written test issued at a
Queensland Transport Customer Service
Centre.
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1pplqcants will have to undertake a
‘competency based training program
(BoatSafe) for personal watercraft
-operations before being eligible for a
licence.

1€ cost of a Personal Watercraft Licence
 2005/06 will be $34.85. This is the same
i the cost of a recreational marine driver

Before allowing someone else to operate your PWC you
should first check that they hold a PWC licence.
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So, for a first
time applicant

already hold an
RMODL, the cost to
obtain @ PWCL will be $69.70 [$34.85 for a
RMDL and $34.85 for a Personal Watercraft
Licence). For a person who already holds an
RMDL or commercial marine qualification,
the cost will be $34.85 only. These costs
will be indexed, so check with a Queensland
Transport Customer Service Centre for the
current cost.

If you move from interstate, you will be
required to obtain a PWCL unless you hold
an equivalent PWCL issued by another state.
Currently, only NSW and Victoria issue a
specific PWC licence. Short term visitors can
use their boat licence equivalent, if that is
all that is required to operate a PWC in their
home state.

You can operate a PWC without a licence
only if accompanied by a licensed operator
who is able to take immediate control in case
of trouble.

BOAT LICENSING COURSES

From 1 January 2008, all applicants for

a PWCL licence will have to undertake a
BoatSafe course through an accredited
training provider. Not all BoatSafe providers
will be accredited to deliver a PWC course.

For information on accredited BoatSafe
providers contact a Queensland Transport
Customer Service Centre, Maritime Safety
Queensland or visit the MSQ website.



REGISTRATION

All PWC must be registered:
Registration symbols must be:
* displayed on both sides
& at least 100mm high

* |egible from 30 metres

= clearly visible in a
contrasting colour to
your craft

s easily seen while your
craft is underway

The registration label must be displayed on

the port (left) side of your craft, adjacent to

the registration symbols.

Reg. No.
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Failure to display
registration

$150

Reg. label

RIDE SMART STICKER

A Ride Smart sticker must be affixed to the
PWC and visible to the operator at all times,

SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Safety equipment is dependent on where

you are travelling. All PWC operators and

ﬁs_sengcrs must wear the correct type of

rsonal Flotation Device (PFD) at all times:

PFD Type 2, 3 or a wetsuit with inbuilt
flotation approved as PFD type 3 in
smooth water limits.

= PFD Type 2 in partially smoath and
offshore water limits:
Safety equipment which carries a
manufacturer's expiry date
must be serviced by
the manufacturer {or
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EPIRB EPIRBs aiready owned or about to be
If you travel more than purchased must have a printed expiry date
two nautical miles and must be serviced by the manufacturer or
offshore, when ON THE authorised service agent) by ;he expiry !date
beyond smooth and SPOT FINE and replaced before the nominated expiry
partially smooth Ride Smart label date. EPIRBs must comply with the Australian
waters, you must not clear:r Standard ASINZS 4330 and
displaye 4280,

carry an Emergency
Positioning Indicating 5150 ON THE

Radio Beacon [EPIRB). SPOT FINE

Fallure to carry
correct safety
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craft
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ON THE WATER

RULES OF THE ROAD

Know and understand the rules on the water and always keep a good lookout at all
times for other boats, hazards and other people involved in water activities.

APPROACHING HEAD ON OVERTAKING

Each boat alters course to starboard (right] Keep out of the way of the boat being
and passes port to port (left). This applies to  overtaken and pass safely either side.
bath narrow channels and open waters.

Vv
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GIVE WAY (POWERED BOATS) GIVE WAY (NON-POWERED BOATS)
“ Give way to boats approaching from your Give way to sailing boats, canoes
starboard (right) side, they have right of way.  and boardriders.
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